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ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT (DANGEROUS DRIVING) BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 18 August. 

Discharge of Order and Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [7.39 pm]:  I move without notice -  

That the order of the day for the second reading of this Bill be discharged and the Bill be referred to the 
Standing Committee on Legislation. 

HON NICK GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Housing and Works) [7.39 pm]:  The Government 
opposes this motion.  The Bill deals with a matter that is causing great concern to our community.  In moving 
this motion, Hon Murray Criddle, presumably on behalf of the Opposition, is seeking to delay the making of 
what the Government considers to be good law that is very much in the interests of our community.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [7.40 pm]:  I am not the lead speaker for the Greens on this matter 
but as the person responsible is out of the Chamber on urgent parliamentary business, I put on the record that the 
Greens support the motion moved by Hon Murray Criddle.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [7.41 pm]:  The reason for moving 
this motion is simply to give the Legislation Committee a chance to examine some of the detail in the Bill.  It is 
not an attempt by anyone to delay it but to make sure we pass good legislation.  Many Bills are referred to 
committees of this Chamber for scrutiny to make sure they do what the Government purports they will do and 
that the legislation is as good as that which can be produced.  That is our job.  Our job is to make sure that when 
this Bill has been examined by the committee and eventually is passed by the House, it will be in as good a shape 
as it can be.  The suggestion by the minister that somehow this is a delaying tactic is absolute nonsense.  He 
knows better than that.  He knows well that the committee processes of this House invariably produce better 
legislation and I am sure he would seek to achieve that himself.  A number of issues are attached to this Bill that 
would be well looked at by a committee; it is therefore the Opposition’s view that we do that but with no 
intention to delay its passage.   

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [7.42 pm]:  I support what the Leader of the Opposition has said.  I am 
surprised that the minister suggested that it is good legislation.  The only concern I have with the legislation is 
that, having read the second reading speech, I had my attention drawn to the wording of the legislation, and 
although I do not have responsibility for the legislation, I am at a loss to reconcile what is supposed to be the 
intention of the Bill with the words in the legislation.  That is of considerable concern to me because we should 
be able to ascertain the policy of a Bill from the wording in the legislation.  It is one thing to say we agree with 
the policy of the Bill; it is another thing for the Bill to contain that policy.  That is another reason it is important 
to refer the Bill to a committee at this stage.  It is a very complicated piece of legislation, and I think the 
Government has slipped up with its drafting.  Once the Bill has been considered by the Legislation Committee, 
we will have a better opportunity to discuss it in this House and to clarify its policy.  I am afraid that I disagree 
totally with the minister’s claim that it is good legislation.  I do not think it is good legislation to the extent that it 
does not express well what the Government wishes to say.  This motion to refer it to the Standing Committee on 
Legislation is an excellent move and I hope that the committee’s report when it comes back to the House will 
make clear the intent of the legislation. 

Question put and a division held with the following result -  

Ayes (16) 

Hon Murray Criddle Hon Frank Hough Hon Norman Moore Hon Christine Sharp 
Hon Paddy Embry Hon Barry House Hon Simon O’Brien Hon Derrick Tomlinson 
Hon Peter Foss Hon Robyn McSweeney Hon Barbara Scott Hon Giz Watson 
Hon Ray Halligan Hon Dee Margetts Hon Jim Scott Hon Bruce Donaldson (Teller) 

 

Noes (8) 

Hon Kim Chance Hon Jon Ford Hon Louise Pratt Hon Ken Travers 
Hon Sue Ellery Hon Nick Griffiths Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich Hon Ed Dermer (Teller) 
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Pairs 

 Hon Bill Stretch Hon Adele Farina 
 Hon George Cash Hon Kate Doust 
 Hon John Fischer Hon Graham Giffard 

Independent Pair 

Hon Alan Cadby 

Question thus passed. 
 


